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2231 December 15, 189t» 

Peculiar disease at Hemphill, Tex, 

Shrevepoet, La., December 8, 1899. 

Sie : I have the honor to report the inclosed clipping from The Times 
of this city on the 25th ultimo. The proximity of Hemphill to Shreve- 
port caused me to write for facts to reliable parties in Hemphill. Reply- 
ing, the acting postmaster, Mr. J. O. Toole, states a number of deaths have 
occurred, mostly among children, from what the physicians of the place 
pronounced to be scarlet fever and brain trouble combined. A Dr. Sut- 
ton, having contracted the disease from patients, sent to San Augustine, 
an adjoining county site, for a Dr. Tucker, who pronounced the disease 
spotted fever. Dr. Sutton died on the twelfth day of the disease. The 
disagreement as to the true nature of the disease caused great alarm 
among the inhabitants. Some people have left the town. There has 
been no quarantine here whatever. Hemphill is 28 miles west of Many, 
La., which is 76 miles south of this city, on the Kansas City, Pittsburg 
and Gulf Eailroad. Mr. Toole states positively in none of the cases was 
there an eruption. Also, the disease has prevailed in Hemphill and 
Sabine County for several months. I am rather inclined to the opinion 
it is cerebrospinal meningitis that prevailed here last winter, extending 
in every direction, and doubtless reached Sabine County, Tex., last 
March or April. 

Should anything develop worth the while, I will report. 

Eespectfully, A. R. Booth, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

Smallpox in Kansas. 

Topeka, Bans., December 8, 1899. 
Sie : Smallpox has been reported from the following places in this 
State. This report is for the week ended Saturday, December 2 : 

Arkansas City, 14 cases, 1 death ; Pittsburg, 5 cases, no deaths ; St. 
Marys, 2 cases, 1 death; Lawrence, 6 cases, no deaths; Columbus, 1 
case, no deaths; Wellington, 2 cases, no deaths; Peoria, Franklin 
County, 1 case, no deaths. 

I am not sure that all these cases are smallpox, but they are so 
reported by county health officers. At every place where smallpox is 
reported the patients are being isolated, a strict quarantine is being 
maintained, vaccination is recommended, and thorough disinfection 
after the disease has run its course. 

Eespectfully, W. B. Swan, 

Secretary. 

Case of smallpox on a vessel at Baltimore. 

Baltimoee, Md., December 12, 1899. 
Sie : I have tbe honor to report that the health officer of the city 
of Baltimore reports to me that a case of smallpox was taken off a 
vessel from Punta Gorda, Fla., yesterday, and sent to the State quar- 
antine. The crew of this vessel is also in quarantine. 

Respectfully, Geo. Puevianoe, 

Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 



